The following information about Jack Lyons was compiled from an article written by William Lafferty and published in
the August 2019 issue of the Detroit Marine Historian.

The son of well‐known Great Lakes Captain James B. Lyons, Jack Lyons began his sailing career straight out of high
school as a seaman on the JAMES A. CAMPBELL, advancing to wheelsman on his father’s command, the CHARLES M.
SCHWAB, and obtained his masters papers in 1935 at the age of twenty‐one, serving as mate in the Interlake Fleet
afterwards. In 1946 Lyons and his brother Richard formed Lyons Navigation Company at Charlevoix that operated
the NORTH SHORE to Beaver Island and the WHITE SWAN in the northern Michigan lumber trade.
Jack Lyons, a Lorain native, left sailing and relocated to the Detroit area in 1947 to pursue his lumber wholesale
business of which WHITE SWAN was a part. He also bought a tavern, the Rose Bar, most likely using a relator who
specialized in restaurant and bar real estate, Tom Lane.
Lane and Lyons became business partners on June 2, 1952 when they purchased the BEATRICE OTTINGER at a
marshall’s sale in Detroit. After converting the OTTINGER to a sandsucker, Lyons and Lane established the National
Sand and Gravel Company at Lorain to operate the vessel. The headquarters of the newly formed company was the
wooden frame home of Lyon’s brother, Captain Thomas Lyons, on 6th Street in Lorain, Ohio. Thomas Lyons would
become vice‐president and manager of National Sand and Gravel, and in April 1960 he became a partner with his
brother and Lane in ownership of the OTTINGER.
In 1956, Jack Lyons returned to the lakes, sailing as officer for the T.J. McCarthy Steamship Company of Detroit, and
sold the Rose Bar, which under its new ownership, would become a mecca for Detroit’s early rock bands.
Lyons would go on to pilot foreign vessels navigating the Great Lakes, and he and Lane made the papers in July 1959
when they bought the impounded Panamanian freighter THEODOROS A. for $21,500 and sent it to Antwerp and back
twice before selling it to other Panamanian owners that fall.
During the winter of 1962‐1963, National Sand and Gravel sent the BEATRICE OTTINGER to Lorain’s American
Shipbuilding Company yard to be lengthened by fifty feet and equipped with a more powerful 14‐inch sand pump
capable of handling 6,000 gallons per minute. When the vessel entered service in the spring of 1963, it had been
renamed JAMES B. LYONS in honor of Jack Lyon’s father and son. In 1977, Jack and Thomas Lyons paid the estate of
Thomas Lane, who died three years earlier, $28,702 for his share of the LYONS. For the next decade, the vessel
operated fairly regularly for National Sand and Gravel until 1988 when, a month before Jack Lyon’s death, Lyons and
his brother Thomas sold the vessel to Presque Isle Sand & Gravel of Erie, PA.
Jack Lyons passed away in Detroit on July 8, 1988 at the age of 73.

